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 AGENDA 

REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING 

CITY OF CRANDALL, TEXAS 

Monday ~ August 9th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Park Board of the City of Crandall will be meeting 
via virtual platform to conduct the Regular Scheduled Meeting at 6:30 p.m. on August 
9th, 2021.  Virtual access will be available to all.   
 

This Notice and Meeting Agenda, and the Agenda Packet, are posted online at 
crandalltexas.com 
 
The public toll-free dial-in number to participate by telephone in the meeting hosted 
through Zoom is: 1-346-248-7799 Meeting ID: 843 5178 9327  
 
 
To participate in the meeting virtually please use the following link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84351789327 
 
The public will be permitted to offer public comments as provided by the agenda and as 
permitted by the presiding officer during the meeting. 
 
A recording of the meeting will be made and will be available to the public in accordance 
with the Open Meetings Act upon written request. 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

1. Open Meeting, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Citizen Comments: Three (3) minutes allowed per speaker on any item related to 
 the Park Board including items listed on the agenda. Five (5) minutes will be 
 allowed during a Public Hearing. Comments will be allowed before the 

                            
   Place One– Will Bromley   Place Four – Paul Hoffmeyer 

 Place Two – Scott Rogers    Place Five – Dennis Bailey 
 Place Three – Nicole Bass   Place Six – Vacant 
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 consideration of each item on the agenda provided that you raise your hand 
 through the zoom platform. 
 
4.   Discuss and consider approval of the June 12, 2021 Minutes.    
 

 5.   Discuss “Movie Night in Crandall.” 
 
 6.  Discuss opportunities in Crandall Park’s Master Plan 
 
 7. Discuss Potential Upcoming Park Events.   
 
 8.   City Council update by Scott Rogers.   
 
 9.  Discuss the open park board position.     
 
 10.  Adjourn 
 
 
CERTIFICATION 
 
This meeting will be conducted pursuant to the Texas Government Code Section 551.001 et 
seq.  At any time during the meeting the Council reserves the right to adjourn into executive 
session on any of the above posted agenda items in accordance with the sections 551.071 
[litigation and certain consultation with attorney], 551.072 [acquisition of interest in real 
property], 551.073 [contract for gift to city], 551.074 [certain personnel deliberations] or 
551.076 [deployment/ implementation of security personnel or devices].  The City of 
Crandall is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act.  Reasonable 
modifications and equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Please 
call the City Secretary at 972/ 427-3771 Ext: 102 for information. 
 
I certify that the above agenda for this Meeting of the City Council of the City of Crandall, 
Texas, was posted on the bulletin board at City Hall, in Crandall, Texas, on the 6th day of 
August 2021 by 5:00 pm pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                               
       Bobbie Jo Taylor 
       City Secretary  
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 MINUTES 

REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING 

CITY OF CRANDALL, TEXAS 

Virtual Meeting 

 Monday ~ June 14th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

1. Open Meeting, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm. 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
Attendees:  Paul H., Nicole B., Bobbie Jo, Jana Shelton, Dennis B., Scott R. 

 
3. Citizen Comments:  

 

There were no citizen comments. 
 
4. Discussed movie night 

• Discussed how to pay for the event.  Decided Paul Hoffmeyer would email 
Bobbie Jo invoices.  She is to provide the tax exempt form 

• Reviewed the quotes  

• Reviewed how the event would be held 

• Postponing event to the 26th of June 
  
5. Discussion surrounding a budget for the park’s board 

• It was decided that the Park’s Board can recommend events and 
propose a budget for said events that would require approval  

• To that effect it was decided to discuss what events can be hosted by 
Park’s Board 

o This to be an agenda item for the next meeting 
 
6. Discussed meeting with school superintendent with August timeline 

• Review master plan for Park’s opportunities 
 

                            
   Place One– Will Bromley   Place Four – Paul Hoffmeyer 

 Place Two – Scott Rogers    Place Five – Dennis Bailey 
 Place Three – Nicole Bass   Place Six – Vacant 
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7. Scott Rodgers provided update from city council meeting    

• Park’s board has full support from the mayor and city council  
 

8. Discussed the possibility of a potential new board member  
 
Scott Rodgers made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 p.m.  Dennis Bailey 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Board 

 
 

             
       Dennis Bailey  
       Park Board President 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
      
Paul Hoffmeyer 
Park Board Secretary 
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Introduc  on
Crandall is small but growing community of approximately 2,970. The City is located in the northwest sector 
of Kaufman County about 27 miles southeast of Dallas, Texas, see Figure 1.1, LocaƟ on Map. The community 
prides itself as a small-town-America example; rooted in its past with a classic main street and charming 
neighborhoods. While Crandall is currently small in populaƟ on, planned growth is on the horizon. The City 
and its Extraterritorial JurisdicƟ on (ETJ) have several Planned Developments (PDs) and Municipal UƟ lity 
Districts (MUD) growing each year. 

The park, open space and master trails study area 
includes Crandall’s city limits and its ETJ. The study 
area is divided by US Highway 175, a major regional 
connecƟ on for Kaufman County and the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. This roadway poses a major barrier from 
a trail connecƟ vity, safety, and park service level 
perspecƟ ve. In addiƟ on, future MUD ameniƟ es are 
primarily restricted to the use by the MUD residents. 
These physical and regulatory restricƟ ons provide 
the raƟ onale to approach this planning eff ort with 
two park service zones, see Planning Area Map page 7. While two park service zones are illustrated, it 
should be noted that the needs assessment, future recommendaƟ ons, and implementaƟ on are based upon 
the study area as a whole, in an eff ort to maintain conƟ nuity and character for Crandall. While man-made 
restricƟ ons are being considered, Crandall is blessed with unique land characterisƟ cs of small ponds and 
gently rolling grasslands. Most notable are large greenbelts/ fl oodplains, spanning the enƟ re area, both 
north to south and east to west. Their features include rolling terrain, signifi cant tree cover, habitat, creeks 
and streams. As growth occurs and the park system further develops, these greenbelts should play a key 
role in defi ning community character, sense of open space and recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es.  

Crandall’s park, open space and trails system needs to respond to the area’s growth and take advantage of 
natural features. With several planned communiƟ es in their beginning phases, it is obvious one of the key 
purposes for this Park, Open Space and Master Trails Plan is to balance the planned communiƟ es’ ameniƟ es 
with park service levels for all ciƟ zens. Planning and implemenƟ ng an increased but balanced park and trail 
access will help preserve the values that already make Crandall an aƩ racƟ ve community.  The City needs to 
provide increased park service levels that are consistent with the ciƟ zen’s desires based on their recent City 
of Crandall Strategic Plan. The development of new parks, open space and trails connecƟ ons will play a key 
role in increasing quality of life.

Fast Facts

Study Area: Approximate 11,910 acres 
  (18.6 square miles)

  2,133 acres within city limits
  9,777 acres within city ETJ
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Over the next 30 years, 
Kaufman County is expected to 

grow by nearly 107,027 people  
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Figure 1.1 Location Map, Source: Mapquest

Crandall contains unique fl oodplain and greenbelt 
areas with signifi cant tree cover

CRANDALL

Typical neighborhood in north portions of Crandall’s 
ETJ

Crandall’s Main Street Typical new neighborhood character south of US 
Highway 175
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Purpose of the Crandall Parks, 
Open Space and Master Trails Plan
This Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan 
provides a long-term vision, planning process, 
and guidance to make informed decisions. The 
plan is intended to help manage Crandall’s park 
system development in an orderly fashion and 
guide implementaƟ on and policy decisions for 
future recreaƟ on ameniƟ es and open space. This 
document should be used as a planning tool by 
ciƟ zens, elected offi  cials, boards, City Council, the 
County, and developers to understand community 
desires and ensure long term community success. It 
provides direcƟ on for the next 10 years (to 2024) to 
meet both current and future recreaƟ on needs.   

The North Central Texas Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG) planning region is the fourth most 
populous planning area and the fastest growing 
metropolitan region in the country. The NCTCOG 
region is expected to conƟ nue to experience rapid 
growth over the next 30 years to an eventual 
populaƟ on of 10.5 million people by 2040, an 
addiƟ on of nearly four million new residents. 
ConservaƟ ve projecƟ ons indicate that Kaufman 
County may see an esƟ mated growth of nearly 
107,027 new residents by 2040 with an esƟ mated 
overall populaƟ on of 210,377. 

Society’s aƫ  tudes and health conscious awareness 
make recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es an increasing 
importance for all age groups. UlƟ mately, this plan 
should help enhance quality of life and promote 
economic development. With urban sprawl from an 
ever growing metropolitan area, Crandall recognizes 
preservaƟ on of its open space and park creaƟ ons as 
a top priority for city services.

Table 1.2 Kaufman County Growth 
Source: NCTCOG

Table 1.3 NCTCOG Growth 
Source: NCTCOG

Table 1.1 Crandall Growth 
Source: NCTCOG
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Demographic Profi le
A review of relevant demographics of the City is benefi cial in understanding the current and future 
demands for parks and open space. Variables such as age and family composiƟ on can help the City ensure 
that appropriate park faciliƟ es are selected and prioriƟ zed to meet ciƟ zen needs. 

Historic Popula  ons
The historic populaƟ on for Crandall and Kaufman Country are 
shown in Table 1.4, Historic Growth. This table illustrates the 
rate of populaƟ on growth over the past 60 years. Crandall’s 
highest percent change in populaƟ on was between 1990 and 
2000, noƟ ng no populaƟ on fi gures could be found prior to the 
1990 U.S. Census. Kaufman County has seen its larger percent 
change in the last 10 years at 44.9%, a trend consistent with 
the growing Dallas-Fort Worth area. Recent years has seen 
a steady percent change between 3% and 4% for the City of Crandall, but a more conservaƟ ve planning 
growth rate can been seen with Crandall’s Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR). As seen in Table 1.5, 
Compound Annual Growth Rate, the past 10 years have resulted in a CAGR of 0.3% and the past 20 years 
have resulted in a CAGR of 2.78%. These CAGR become important for populaƟ on projecƟ on methodology. 
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Table 1.4 Historic Growth
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census, U.S. Decennial Census

Popula  on Projec  ons
Table 1.6, PopulaƟ on ProjecƟ ons (next page), provides fi ve CAGR growth rate scenarios (1.0-3.0 CAGR). 
While growth for the past 20 years would tend to project future growth on a more progressive path, the 
past 10 years have seen the growth rate slightly decrease towards the very conservaƟ ve perspecƟ ve. 
This slowed growth rate is most likely related to populaƟ on expansions in the ETJ. It should be noted that 
Crandall’s greatest opportunity for experiencing high growth would be associated with annexaƟ on of MUD 
and PD developments in its ETJ.  While annexaƟ on agreements with the MUD and PD areas are possible, 
this plan has not assumed growth potenƟ als based on heavy annexaƟ on scenarios. However, should future 
populaƟ ons grow rapidly based on annexaƟ on, this plan has considered and incorporated park service 
levels and trails for both Crandall’s city limits and ETJ.

Based on regional and county growth rates and trends, this plan uses a CAGR of 2.0% to project future 
populaƟ ons.  As highlighted on Table 1.6, PopulaƟ on ProjecƟ ons, the 2024 esƟ mated populaƟ on for 
Crandall is assumed at 3,771.  

Table 1.5 Compound Annual Growth Rate
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census
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Table 1.6 Population Projections
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census

Full Build-Out Scenario
In addiƟ ons to the 2024 populaƟ on projecƟ on, a full build-out scenario has been examined in order to 
support the needs assessment’s level of service (LOS) analysis in associaƟ on with determining future park 
land acreages. This scenario encompasses Crandall’s full build-out potenƟ al within both the city limits and 
ETJ. While a full build-out populaƟ on is esƟ mated, the scenario has no Ɵ me frame associated with the 
densiƟ es but would likely take decades to achieve. Even then, the possibility of reaching a full build-out 
scenario has many variables and depends on decades of growth in the City of Crandall and Kaufman County. 
However, this preliminary full build-out projecƟ on is necessary in order to plan service levels and trail 
connecƟ ons. The full build-out scenario is esƟ mated at approximately 35,628 persons. 

The methodology used to determine full build-out assumed the following:
• Full build-out of Crandall’s city limits based on the current zoning categories
• Heartland MUD’s full build-out
• No density projects within fl oodplain areas
• Remainder of ETJ at a density of 0.20 units per acres

Table 1.7 Full Build-Out Scenario
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Age Distribu  on
The age distribuƟ on of Crandall is one of the most important elements that should be considered when 
planning for park faciliƟ es. Examining the age composiƟ on of the community can help to prioriƟ ze which 
faciliƟ es would be the most benefi cial for the community based upon the age breakdown. The age cohort 
pyramid indicates that the City of Crandall has a signifi cantly higher porƟ on of the populaƟ on between the 
ages of 30 and 59 than the state of Texas as a whole. The City also contains a much larger porƟ on of the 
populaƟ on between the ages of 10 and 19 than the state as a whole. These two demographics are directly 
coordinated and indicate the prevalence of families with children in the community. This age breakdown 
indicates that park faciliƟ es that provide recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es for families and youth should be a 
priority within Crandall.  Examples of these types of faciliƟ es would include playgrounds, recreaƟ onal fi elds 
for outdoor sports, hike and bike trails.

Table 1.8 Age Distribution
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census

Table 1.9 Age Distribution Pyramid
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census
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Race and Ethnicity
An element that is someƟ mes 
considered with park planning 
is the ethnic breakdown of the 
community. CommuniƟ es with 
diverse populaƟ ons may desire 
a range of programs or faciliƟ es 
that encompass and include the 
community’s diverse groups. The 
2010 Census indicates that the 
ethnic breakdown of Crandall is 7 
percent Hispanic and 93 percent 
Non-Hispanic compared to the 
State of Texas ethnic composiƟ on 
of 38 percent Hispanic and 62 percent Non-Hispanic. State-wide trends indicate the growing diversity of 
Texas as a whole. Demographic changes in Crandall should be examined in the future to ensure that park 
and recreaƟ onal programs and faciliƟ es are inclusive of all residents. 

Economics
Household incomes for Crandall 
are shown in Table 1.11, Household 
Incomes. Approximately 14.9% of the 
households in Crandall were $24,999 
or less. However, from 2008 to 2011, 
the highest income percentage of 
households in Crandall were within the 
$75,000 to $99,999 income range. 

Table 1.10 Race
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census

Table 1.11 Household Incomes
Source: NCTCOG, U.S. Census, 2008-2011 American Community 
Survey
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Community Goals
The vision for Crandall’s parks, open space and trails includes increasing park service levels for exisƟ ng 
neighborhoods and ensuring future developments provide an eff ecƟ ve park system. The community desires 
increased ameniƟ es for all residents with emphasis on organized team sport faciliƟ es, trails and unique 
features such as splash pads. The new parks will be designed and exisƟ ng parks will be enhanced with focus 
to provide uses for all age groups. The new park designs will be coordinated with ciƟ zens and stakeholder 
input, while taking full advantage of mulƟ ple funding resources. New parks will appropriately serve the 
idenƟ fi ed Park Service Zones. New parks and trails will help the growing community to be recognized for its 
livability and superior ameniƟ es.

Park programming will balance both acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ onal ameniƟ es with an emphasis on creaƟ ng 
community interacƟ ons. The future park system will incorporate trails throughout the community. The 
trails will allow the community to take advantage of and beƩ er connect to parks, schools, neighborhoods, 
the natural environment and community points of interest. In addiƟ on, the trail system will employ small 
and large loop routes through the community to promote connecƟ vity. The vision for Crandall includes 
the preservaƟ on of the community’s unique open space systems to promote aestheƟ cs and quality of life. 
These preservaƟ on areas include greenways, water features, natural drainage areas and areas of signifi cant 
tree coverage.

Goals and Objec  ves
To take the vision for Crandall further, goals and objecƟ ves have been developed as policy statements, to 
guide decision making. Goals and objecƟ ves are what the community aspires to create. They are defi ned 
without specifi c Ɵ me frames but set the path for conƟ nuous improvement. The following is organized into 
two categories; Park Service Zone 1 and Park Service Zone 2.
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Park Service Zone 1 (South of US Highway 175)

GOAL 1: PARK SERVICE ZONE 1 WILL HAVE A PARK SYSTEM THAT EFFECTIVELY SERVES RESIDENTS

• Increase park service levels through the acquisiƟ on of new parkland and the enhancement of exisƟ ng 
parks

• UƟ lize parkland dedicaƟ on ordinance to require developments to set aside appropriate lands or money 
for park needs

• Provide new close-to-home parks for exisƟ ng neighborhoods as a stabilizaƟ on technique to promote 
and enhance exisƟ ng neighborhoods

• Provide a range in park types, park service levels and park locaƟ on consist with the established park and 
trail classifi caƟ ons and standards

• Explore mulƟ ple funding sources for new park creaƟ on and improvements to exisƟ ng faciliƟ es
• Increase community idenƟ ty and aestheƟ cs with visible, high-quality parks and trails
• AƩ ract new residents with increased quality of life and community livability

GOAL 2: PARK SERVICE ZONE 1 WILL PROVIDE PARK PROGRAMMING AND FACILITIES TO MEET THE 
AREA’S PRESENT AND FUTURE NEEDS

• Provide recreaƟ onal acƟ viƟ es that are available for all ages
• Increase organized team sport faciliƟ es
• Enhance exisƟ ng parks with increase maintenance, landscaping, new ameniƟ es and site furnishings
• Provide highly visible special use parks with unique community ameniƟ es
• Create a balance of park types and services with both acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ on ameniƟ es types
• Encourage community wellness, fi tness and health
• Maintain park faciliƟ es at a superior level and conƟ nue to provide operaƟ onal and maintenance 

resources
• Coordinate with private enƟ Ɵ es to establish clear maintenance responsibiliƟ es
• Implement consistent park and municipal signage
• Develop parks with interesƟ ng landscaping, trees and site furnishings

GOAL 3: PARK SERVICE ZONE 1 WILL CONTAIN A COMPREHENSIVE NETWORK OF TRAILS FOR 
WALKERS, JOGGERS AND CYCLIST

• Connect all neighborhoods, parks, schools and major points of interest with trail faciliƟ es
• Increase and improve access to the trail system
• Provide appropriately sized faciliƟ es for mulƟ ple purposes such as walking, jogging and cycling
• Allow for the community road network and right-of-ways to accommodate addiƟ onal modes of trans-

portaƟ on
• Explore mulƟ ple funding sources for new trail and bike faciliƟ es, including roadway improvements
• Maintain trail faciliƟ es at a superior level and conƟ nue to provide operaƟ onal and maintenance 

resources
• Use greenbelts and easement to create unique trail corridors
• Create both small and large loop route connecƟ ons through neighborhoods and greenbelt systems
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GOAL 4: PARK SERVICE ZONE 1 WILL PRESERVE AND ENHANCE OPEN SPACE WHILE PROTECTING 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND SYSTEMS

• IdenƟ fy and preserve key natural resources including unique water features, natural drainage areas and 
areas of signifi cant tree coverage

• Preserve open space throughout the service area and use greenways as trail corridors and linear parks
• Design parks to preserve and enhance natural resources 
• Encourage the use of naƟ ve plant materials

Park Service Zone 2 (North of US Highway 175)

GOAL 1: PARK SERVICE ZONE 2 WILL HAVE A PARK SYSTEM THAT EFFECTIVELY SERVES EXISTING 
RESIDENTS AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

• Work with planned communiƟ es to ensure premier park and trail ameniƟ es are provided
• UƟ lize parkland dedicaƟ on ordinance to require developments to set aside appropriate lands or money 

for park needs
• Acquire new parkland and provide new close-to-home parks for exisƟ ng neighborhoods as a stabiliza-

Ɵ on technique to promote and enhance exisƟ ng neighborhoods
• Provide a range in park types, park service levels and park locaƟ on consistent with the established park 

and trail classifi caƟ ons and standards
• Explore mulƟ ple funding sources for new park creaƟ on and improvements to exisƟ ng faciliƟ es
• Increase community idenƟ ty and aestheƟ cs with visible, high-quality parks and trails
• AƩ ract new residents with increased quality of life and community livability
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GOAL 2: PARK SERVICE ZONE 2 WILL PROVIDE PARK PROGRAMMING AND FACILITIES TO MEET THE 
AREA’S PRESENT AND FUTURE NEEDS

• Provide recreaƟ onal acƟ viƟ es that are available for all ages
• Create a balance of park types and services with both acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ on ameniƟ es types
• Encourage community wellness, fi tness and health
• Maintain park faciliƟ es at a superior level and conƟ nue to provide operaƟ onal and maintenance 

resources
• Coordinate with private enƟ Ɵ es to establish clear maintenance responsibiliƟ es
• Implement consistent park and municipal signage
• Develop parks with interesƟ ng landscaping, trees and site furnishings

GOAL 3: PARK SERVICE ZONE 2 WILL CONTAIN A COMPREHENSIVE NETWORK OF TRAILS FOR 
WALKERS, JOGGERS AND CYCLIST

• Connect all neighborhoods, parks, schools and major points of interest with trail faciliƟ es
• Increase and improve access to the trail system 
• Provide appropriately sized faciliƟ es for mulƟ ple purposes such as walking, jogging and cycling
• Allow for the community road network and right-of-ways to accommodate addiƟ onal modes of trans-

portaƟ on
• Explore mulƟ ple funding sources for new trail and bike faciliƟ es, including roadway improvements
• Maintain trail faciliƟ es at a superior level and conƟ nue to provide operaƟ onal and maintenance 

resources
• Use greenbelts and easements to create unique trail corridors
• Create both small and large loop route connecƟ ons through neighborhoods and greenbelt systems

GOAL 4: PARK SERVICE ZONE 2 WILL PRESERVE AND ENHANCE OPEN SPACE WHILE PROTECTING 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND SYSTEMS

• IdenƟ fy and preserve key natural resources including unique water features, natural drainage areas and 
areas of signifi cant tree coverage

• Preserve open space throughout the service area and use greenways as trail corridors and linear parks
• Design parks to preserve and enhance natural resources 
• Encourage the use of naƟ ve plant materials
• Encourage planned communiƟ es to incorporate greenbelts and natural systems into the community’s 

master plan and to defi ne neighborhood locaƟ ons and to buff er land uses



17Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

C
la

s
s
ifi

 c
a
ti

o
n

s
 a

n
d

 S
ta

n
d

a
rd

s

Classifi ca  ons and Standards
The purpose of the classifi caƟ ons and standards is to establish guidelines for parks and trails. These 
classifi caƟ ons balance ameniƟ es and access yet are appropriate for the community’s size and exisƟ ng 
condiƟ ons. The following classifi caƟ ons and general consideraƟ ons were developed to promote a park 
system that is measurable and supports the community’s vision. The classifi caƟ ons create a hierarchy of 
park types through sizes, locaƟ on, recreaƟ onal types and service areas.  These park and trail standards are 
specifi c and unique to Crandall.

Crandall’s classifi caƟ ons were developed based on many factors. First, the NaƟ onal RecreaƟ on and Park 
AssociaƟ on’s Park, RecreaƟ on, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, published in 1995, were used as a 
baseline tool to determine park types but with some modifi caƟ ons. JusƟ fi caƟ on for modifi caƟ ons were 
based on the community’s size, community input, a realisƟ c approach to implementaƟ on, and the current 
and future needs of the community. Only the park types selected and combined for Crandall are shown in 
this secƟ on. Proposed park sizes are generally smaller than parks found in surrounding communiƟ es as park 
categories have been combined. The park system considers exisƟ ng developments, physical barriers and 
growth paƩ erns. It promotes new access for current neighborhoods and helps to create appropriate service 
levels for future developments. In addiƟ on, the classifi caƟ ons consider local resources, cultural factors and 
physical land aƩ ributes such as the abundance of fl oodplain areas. 

ExisƟ ng inventory, park classifi caƟ ons and the needs assessment work hand-in-hand in determining the 
ulƟ mate park recommendaƟ ons. Analysis on the community’s size and the size of exisƟ ng parks were 
also conducted to determine park classifi caƟ ons. TradiƟ onal classifi caƟ ons for mini, neighborhood and 
community parks were analyzed, including their respecƟ ve service radius and recreaƟ onal features in 
comparison to the city’s physical layout. It was determined that two primary classifi caƟ ons are appropriate 
for Crandall. The community will be well served with close-to-home type parks and larger, all encompassing 
type community parks. The following standards for the close-to-home park, idenƟ fi ed as neighborhood 
parks for Crandall, borrow elements from tradiƟ onal mini and neighborhood type parks. The larger all 
encompassing type community parks, idenƟ fi ed as community parks for Crandall, borrow elements from 
tradiƟ onal neighborhood and community parks. 

Example of traditional mini park used in park planning located near the center of a neighborhood unit.
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Adding a third mini park classifi caƟ on is not necessary for Crandall’s exisƟ ng developments and would likely 
result in challenges related to their implementaƟ on. However, special use parks are recommended but their 
service levels remain unsuitable when meeƟ ng the idenƟ fi ed needs of the community. Rather, focusing on 
the close-to-home and community type classifi caƟ ons will beƩ er posiƟ on the community towards reaching 
their park vision and goals.  Because tradiƟ onal mini and neighborhood type parks are combined to create 
standards for the close-to-home style parks, Crandall’s neighborhood parks will likely be unique unto 
themselves. While mini park classifi caƟ ons are not being determined as a standard, the use of mini parks 
is not discouraged for future master planned development, as long as neighborhood and community park 
service levels are met.

The following idenƟ fi es classifi caƟ ons for parks and trails, including their descripƟ on, size and service area, 
locaƟ on and site selecƟ on and development consideraƟ ons. Once established, these guidelines will then be 
applicable to form a park system that is orderly and responsive to the community’s needs. 

Park Classifi ca  ons

Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood parks are the smallest park unit and the foundaƟ on for Crandall’s park system. These park 
types are generally centrally located in a neighborhood. Neighborhood parks address a targeted developed 
area and serve a limited populaƟ on or small group of neighborhoods. They can serve as a neighborhood’s 
center to defi ne character or as a place-making element. In addiƟ on, neighborhood parks can be used as 
a neighborhood stabilizaƟ on technique to increase branding, property values and the livability for specifi c 
neighborhoods. These parks should be very accessible. 

Neighborhood parks generally have a more targeted program than community parks and provide close-to-
home park services. They can off er a range of passive and acƟ ve recreaƟ onal ameniƟ es from playgrounds to 
sports courts, to trail access and areas for family funcƟ ons. 

Size, Service Area and Service Levels
Neighborhood parks should be between one to fi ve acres in size. They can be greater in size than fi ve acres 
and up to 10 acres depending on funcƟ on, surrounding development and land aƩ ributes. Their service 
area includes 0.25 mile radius and up to 0.50 mile radius. The recommended service level is 1.25 acres of 
neighborhood parks per 1,000 residents.

Loca  ons and Site Selec  on
Neighborhood parks are best located near the geographic center of a residenƟ al areas or central to several 
neighborhoods. While populaƟ on densiƟ es play a role in their posiƟ on in the community, their locaƟ on 
selecƟ on is oŌ en jusƟ fi ed upon spaƟ al need based on a 0.25 to 0.50 miles service area.

Generally, neighborhood parks should not be located along heavily traveled streets. Accessibility by way of 
trails and sidewalks or low-volume residenƟ al streets or minor collectors increases use and viability. The 
park should have adequate soils for sustaining planƟ ngs.  Generally, their sites should be a gentle slope to 
increase usability and should properly drain to allow safe use. Street access should be required on at least 
one side of the park. Placement near greenbelts and trail corridors will help to provide trail access and 
connecƟ vity to parks throughout the community. 



19Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

C
la

s
s
ifi

 c
a
ti

o
n

s
 a

n
d

 S
ta

n
d

a
rd

s

Development Considera  ons
• AddiƟ onal resident input may be considered during design phases
• Minimal vehicular surface parking, in addiƟ on to on-street parking, may be needed and should be 

based on the individual park design, users and programming 
• Safe pedestrian access should be provided to the park and include safe internal circulaƟ on
• Trail access should be provided when adjacent to trail corridors
• Parks may be located along a trail system and serve as trail access site
• ProtecƟ on from the sun should be considered through shade structures or trees
• FaciliƟ es should have landscape planƟ ngs and trees
• Park signage should include small monument park sign, trail signs and posted administraƟ ve require-

ments 
• Typical ameniƟ es provided for Neighborhood Parks include:

 ◦ Children’s playground with fall surface and equipment
 ◦ Hard surface play areas or court games such as basketball, tennis and volleyball
 ◦ Sport fi eld(s)
 ◦ Small lawn for passive non-organized team sports such as toss or frisbee
 ◦ Passive recreaƟ on elements such as tables, benches, trash receptacles, walks and small shade 

structures or pavilions
 ◦ Gardens or water features

Example of typical neighborhood park.
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Community Parks
Community Parks are larger in size and focus on serving a broad populaƟ on to meet the recreaƟ onal needs 
for a large geographic secƟ on of the community or even the enƟ re city. Community parks include a wide 
range of acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es. They can help to provide those recreaƟ onal needs 
not featured at neighborhood parks. These parks may also serve to preserve natural resources including 
creeks, streams, slopes, greenbelts or fl oodplain areas. Community parks consist of ameniƟ es for all user 
groups and should include faciliƟ es for organized team sports. Because community parks are oŌ en near 
neighborhoods, they may actually serve as neighborhood parks for parts of the city, depending on exisƟ ng 
and future service level needs. 

Community parks should include an array of recreaƟ onal types and ameniƟ es. These could include sports 
complexes, a trail network, fi tness-focused and educaƟ onal type faciliƟ es. 

Size and Service Area
OpƟ mal size for Crandall’s community parks are between 40 and 100 acres. Their sizes should be 
determined based on intended uses and populaƟ ons being served. The service area should be 1.50 mile 
radius up to 2.0 mile radius. The recommended service level is 5.0 acres of neighborhood parks per 1,000 
residents. 

Loca  ons and Site Selec  on
Community parks should be integrated to maximize service areas and accessibility while minimizing 
unnecessary overlap in service level coverage. Site selecƟ ons should consider the physical barrier of U.S. 
Highway 175, most likely resulƟ ng in community parks located based on the idenƟ fi ed park service zones. 
Adequate vehicular access and parking should be provided. The site may include preserve areas for passive 
recreaƟ on but the site’s slopes and soils should accommodate safe use for park faciliƟ es and allow proper 
drainage. Community parks should incorporate nature features when possible and could be situated along 
greenbelts to include nature areas and access to adjacent trail systems. 

Example of community park.
Source: www.heartlandtexas.com/
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Development Considera  ons
• AddiƟ onal community input may be considered during design phases
• Vehicular parking should be required based on the individual park’s programming
• Safe pedestrian access should be provided to the park and as internal circulaƟ on
• Parks may be located along a trail system and serve as trail access sites
• ProtecƟ on from the sun should be considered through shade structures or trees
• FaciliƟ es should have landscape planƟ ngs and trees
• Park signage should include monument park sign, trail signs and posted administraƟ ve requirements
• Typical ameniƟ es provided for neighborhood parks could include:

 ◦ Children’s playground with fall surface and equipment
 ◦ Hard surface play areas or court games such as basketball, tennis and volleyball
 ◦ Sport fi elds
 ◦ Walking trails, access to trail systems and trail head site
 ◦ Splash pads or swimming pool
 ◦ Open lawn for passive non-organized team sports such as toss or frisbee
 ◦ Passive recreaƟ on elements such as picnic areas, tables, benches, trash receptacles, and walks
 ◦ Pavilions or mulƟ -purpose structures for family events or acƟ viƟ es
 ◦ Support faciliƟ es such as maintenance buildings
 ◦ Natural or preserved areas including unique terrain, fl oodplains, greenbelts or water features

Special Use Parks
Special use parks can cover a wide range of faciliƟ es 
and descripƟ ons but are most likely oriented for 
a single purpose. These types of parks serve the 
community in many ways including economic 
development, defi ning character and promoƟ ng 
community pride. Their acƟ viƟ es can include single 
uses such as performing arts, gardens or community 
center. Examples for special use parks fall into three 
categories:

• Social/Cultural/Historic Sites - Plazas, squares, 
municipal sites, or historic sites

• Recrea  onal Facili  es - Senior center, golf 
course, nature center, community center, or 
aquaƟ c facility 

• Outdoor Recrea  onal Facili  es - Stadium or 
sports complex for single type event

Size and Service Area
Special use parks vary in size depending on programming, locaƟ on and natural features. Their service area is 
the enƟ re community. 

Loca  ons and Site Selec  on
The City’s geographic center is the best locaƟ on for these park types. Due to the target program element 
of these parks, there are no specifi c site selecƟ on criteria. However, the site should consider exisƟ ng points 
of interest and available land. Special use parks should be visible and fi t into the community’s exisƟ ng 
development paƩ erns. Their locaƟ ons should serve as a hub to surrounding uses. 
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Development Considera  ons
• AddiƟ onal community input could be considered during design phases
• Vehicular parking should be required based on the individual park’s programming
• Safe pedestrian access should be provided to the park and as internal circulaƟ on
• Design for special use parks should consider the communiƟ es overall character and their impact for 

economic development
• FaciliƟ es should have landscape planƟ ngs and trees
• Park signage should include monument park sign and posted administraƟ ve requirements

Open Space, Greenways and Linear Parks
Open space, greenways and linear parks are lands 
set aside for preserving natural features, man-made 
resources, unique landscapes, open space or visual 
aestheƟ cs. These areas can serves as trail corridors 
and passive recreaƟ onal ameniƟ es. In addiƟ on, these 
systems are used to protect wildlife and natural 
processes or provide for fl oodways or drainage. 

Open space, greenways and linear parks can help 
create site ameniƟ es for adjacent uses and should 
be thought of as a community asset. Maintenance 
is generally not a major factor as much of the 
space is non-programmable. However, occasional 
maintenance and safety checks will be needed.  
These types of recreaƟ on areas have many important 
funcƟ ons including connecƟ ng parks and points 
of interest within the City. Also, they emphasize natural environments while allowing for uninterrupted 
pedestrian movements throughout the City. Finally, they provide unique sense of place, aestheƟ c features 
and enhanced property values. 

Size, Service Area and Service Levels
Standard sizes and service levels are not applicable because much of the exisƟ ng land is defi ned by 
exisƟ ng natural features. EssenƟ ally, preserving the exisƟ ng greenways defi nes service level, with varying 
populaƟ ons being served based on current and future densiƟ es. Service areas include the enƟ re the City.

Loca  ons and Site Selec  on
Resource availability and natural corridors are the primary determinants for locaƟ ons. CoordinaƟ on with 
future trail locaƟ ons and neighborhood access will also be major factors. IntegraƟ ng these types of parks 
and spaces into the park system oŌ en requires coordinaƟ on with resource agencies such as the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. In addiƟ on, access may require unique acquisiƟ ons or consideraƟ on of public-private 
partnerships.

Development Considera  ons
• AddiƟ onal community input could be considered during design phases
• Safe pedestrian access and use should be provided in associaƟ on with any trails
• There are no specifi c sizes for these areas, however, establishing a minimum width is important to the 

funcƟ on in associaƟ on with trails and grading. As a general rule, 50 feet should be the minimum width. 
Where a linear park is on either side of a natural drainage course, a minimum of 12 feet should be 
provided for foot traffi  c or motorized vehicles performing maintenance along greenways. 
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Trail Facili  es
All pedestrian and bicycle faciliƟ es should meet 
the minimum standards required by the local Code 
as well as the recommendaƟ ons of the American 
AssociaƟ on of State Highway and TransportaƟ on 
Offi  cials (AASHTO) in their publicaƟ on Guide for 
the Planning, Design and OperaƟ on of Bicycle 
(Pedestrian) FaciliƟ es. Pavement striping, signage 
and signals should be in accordance with the 
local Code and the most current Texas version of 
the Manual on Uniform Traffi  c Control Devices 
(MUTCD). Hike and bike trails and side paths should 
be accessible and traversable by physically disabled 
persons and should comply with the guidelines set forth by the Americans with DisabiliƟ es Act of 1990 
(ADA), as enforced in Texas by the Architectural Barriers SecƟ on of the Texas Department of Licensing and 
RegulaƟ ons.

Principles for Trail Placement and Access
Generally, off -street trails should follow the exisƟ ng 
greenways system framework, including natural 
features, areas of signifi cant tree coverage or 
creek corridors. A key design element will be tying 
these natural systems into exisƟ ng and proposed 
developments. 

The trail system should incorporate access points 
throughout the community in order to maximize 
usability. Trailhead access should be located in 
exisƟ ng and future parks. Each neighborhood unit 
should have at least one access point to adjacent 
trails that may be between residenƟ al lots, along 
neighborhood streets, along cul-de-sacs or near 
neighborhood entrances. All trail access points 
should be clearly marked by signage and provide 
trail idenƟ fi caƟ on to trail users. 

Trail or Side Paths Standards
A side path is an off -road bikeway/pedway that 
is physically separated from roadways by open 
space or a barrier. It may be within the roadway 
right-of-way, a uƟ lity right-of-way (only if allowed 
by easement) or an independent easement. These 
faciliƟ es are someƟ mes referred to as bike trails or 
hike and bike trails. 

Side paths and trails should be 10 to 12 feet wide, as 
a desirable standard depending upon acƟ vity levels, 
with a minimum width of 8 feet. Maintenance 
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vehicles driving on 8 –foot-wide paths 
tend to damage the edges. Therefore, 
8-foot-wide paths should be avoided unless 
physical limitaƟ ons cannot accommodate 
a greater width. Trails and side paths with 
high traffi  c volumes should be 12 feet 
wide or more, but should narrow to 10 
feet in the vicinity of a street intersecƟ on. 
One-way side paths are diffi  cult to police 
and should be avoided, if possible. Where 
they are used, they should be clearly signed 
as one-way, with a standard width of 6 feet 
and a minimum width of 5 feet. Side paths 
and trails should have an addiƟ onal 2 feet 
of smoothly graded area on either side of 
the pavement. In addiƟ on, there should 
be 3 feet of horizontal and 10 feet (8 feet 
minimum) of overhead clearance on either 
side of the pavement. Trails and side paths 
should be constructed of smooth, hard, 
all-weather paving such as concrete or asphalt. 

It should be noted that side paths that pass in close proximity to neighborhoods or provide high levels 
of recreaƟ onal acƟ vity can be expected to be mulƟ ple-use trails. Confl icts between cyclists and skaters, 
joggers, pedestrians, animals and less experienced cyclists should be anƟ cipated and considered in 
appropriate design. 

Addi  onal Bicycle Facili  es
Note: While this is not a stand along bike plan, other bike faciliƟ es are noted below. A detailed bike plan 
is recommended and will be necessary as the community grows. This plan does not idenƟ fy or necessarily 
recommend or design the following faciliƟ es, but rather recognizes these faciliƟ es are important with future 
bike connecƟ vity in coordinaƟ on with trail routes. This parks, open space and master trails plan does not 
include detailed bike study and further analysis is needed. 

There are many diff erent bicycle facility types which 
must be understood from the perspecƟ ve of those 
whom they serve. Diff ering bicycle experience 
levels and usage purposes require diff erent facility 
types to accommodate and encourage use as well 
as to ensure the safety of bicyclists. In addiƟ on to 
considering bicycle experience levels, the exisƟ ng 
environment may provide physical barriers with 
regard to the types of bicycle faciliƟ es used or 
desired. This secƟ on is intended to provide general 
understanding of the types of bicycle faciliƟ es that 
may be considered for use as well as general design 
characterisƟ cs associated with each facility.
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Shared Roadway
Because a bicycle is a vehicle, any roadway (except limited-access highways, freeways and others specifi cally 
prohibiƟ ng bicycle traffi  c) may be considered part of the on-road bicycle network. Because exisƟ ng roads 
typically off er the most direct route to many desƟ naƟ ons, they tend to be favored by cyclists. 

The network of local streets, by their nature, do not extend long distances or across arterials. Collector 
streets oŌ en provide longer conƟ nuity and signalized crossings of arterial streets. But conƟ nuity and 
signalized crossings aƩ ract higher traffi  c volumes and oŌ en higher speeds than local streets. Though lanes 
can be shared, wide lanes allow beƩ er coexistence of bicyclists and vehicles. 

Arterial roadways can be shared but should be considered for addiƟ onal accommodaƟ ons, such as shoulder 
lanes, bike lanes or wide curb lanes. On-street parking along local streets in residenƟ al areas is compaƟ ble 
with bicycle use, although parking may be a confl ict with bicyclist provisions along streets in commercial 
areas. 

Bike Lanes
Bike lanes are marked porƟ ons of the roadway 
that are designated for exclusive use by bicycles. 
Typically, bike lanes may be established on arterials 
and other major streets where a bike lane would 
enhance the safety and encouragement of bicycling.

The standard width for a bike lane is 5 feet and the 
minimum is 4 feet. If the curb and guƩ er is separate 
from the roadway, the 4-foot to 5-foot standard is 
measured out from the joint between the roadway 
and the curb and guƩ er. A bike lane between 
on-street parking and a motor vehicle travel lane 
should be 5 feet wide, at a minimum. Bike lanes 
wider than 6 feet may encourage parking or other 
inappropriate uses. 

Bike lanes should be signed and marked with a 
6-inch-wide stripe and appropriate bike symbols 
and arrow markings in accordance with the Texas MUTCD and AASHTO standards. As vehicles, bicycles 
must ride with the fl ow of traffi  c. Bike lanes, therefore, should be one-way and should be clearly marked 
as such. Two-way bike lanes are discouraged. Curbs, raised pavement, or raised buƩ ons are generally not 
recommended for use as bike lane markings since they are 
a safety hazard to cyclists and interfere with the natural and 
mechanical sweeping of the bike lane. 

Bike Routes
Shared roadways designated as bike routes should be 
signed using standard MUTCD signage. Many ciƟ es, such 
as Dallas, have developed specially designed signs with 
logos and/or route numbers. Such designaƟ ons are used to 
denote streets that can see signifi cant bicycle usage or are a 
link in the bikeway network. DesignaƟ on and improvement 
as a bike route may warrant a higher level of street 
maintenance (debris, potholes) than a shared roadway. 
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Barriers and Pedestrian Crossings
The crossing of barriers is one of the most important features of 
a trail system plan for a community. Highways, major arterials, 
railroads, water features, and topography can all impose signifi cant 
barriers to bicycle and pedestrian access and mobility. The Crandall 
study area poses several signifi cant barriers to safe and convenient 
bicycle and pedestrian travel. These confl ict areas off er aggressive 
vehicular travel, oŌ en with limited pedestrian spaces. In addiƟ on, 
points of acceleraƟ on or areas with uninterrupted traffi  c fl ows 
should be avoided. Example confl ict areas included US Highway 175, 
Lewis Street and FM 741.

CirculaƟ on routes have purposefully minimized crossing these areas 
or placing pedestrians in their intersecƟ ons. It is recommended to 
route trails around these high traffi  c areas and their intersecƟ ons 
with alternaƟ ve routes or with off -street trails. Examples of this 
include the rouƟ ng along the major greenbelt corridors. 

New pedestrian hybrid beacons should be installed at proposed 
major pedestrian crossings. Commonly called a HAWK beacon 
(High-Intensity AcƟ vated crossWalK beacon) is a traffi  c signal used to 
stop road traffi  c and allow pedestrians to cross safely. The purpose 
of a HAWK beacon is to allow protected pedestrian crossings, 
stopping road traffi  c only as needed. Research has shown motorists’ 
compliance with the HAWK beacon is up to 97 percent, higher than 
with tradiƟ onal un-signaled crossings.

HAWK beacon exampleHAWK beacon example

Pedestrian Countdown signal head 
example
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Park Inventory
The following informaƟ on documents exisƟ ng faciliƟ es for Crandall’s city limits and ETJ. The City currently 
off ers limited recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es. Planning for the future livability of Crandall requires an 
assessment and understanding of the exisƟ ng recreaƟ on faciliƟ es. In order to idenƟ fy defi ciencies based on 
the developed classifi caƟ ons and standards, this inventory provides a baseline understanding for parks as 
they existed at the beginning of this study. 

ExisƟ ng publicly accessible park spaces are noted along with other publicly and privately owned recreaƟ on 
areas. These other areas are maintained and operated outside the City’s control and oŌ en have limited 
access, however it is important to note these areas in order to understand their restricƟ ons and to idenƟ fy 
potenƟ al partnership opportuniƟ es. In this document, these other parks are referred as Limited and 
Non-Publicly Accessible FaciliƟ es.

ExisƟ ng condiƟ ons and exisƟ ng park faciliƟ es are summarizes for each park. The informaƟ on in this chapter 
was determined through site visits, aerial imagery, and GIS informaƟ on. See the Inventory Map and the 
ExisƟ ng Walks and Trails Map for exisƟ ng locaƟ ons.
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Exis  ng Publicly Accessible Parks

Name: Webb Park

Classifi ca  on: Neighborhood Park

Size: Approximately 1.16 Acres

Loca  on: Near the intersecƟ on of Mimosa Street 
and S. College Street

Surrounding Land Uses: Webb Park is located in 
a residenƟ al area. Single-family uses are on the 
park’s west and south sides, mulƟ -family uses are 
along the north and Creekview Golf Club is to the 
east. 

Facili  es: Parking lot (1), signage (yes), BBQ 
pits (5), sheltered picnic tables (8), unsheltered 
picnic tables (3), pavilion (1), storage building (1), 
benches (2), portable trash receptacles (4), grass 
play area (yes), swings (1), small play staƟ ons (3), 
and large sheltered play structure (1).

Condi  on/ Comments: Generally, the park is in 
good condiƟ on. Parking is provided directly off  S. 
College Street with wooden pole barriers. Park 
structures and play equipment appear to be in 
good condiƟ ons and properly maintained. No play 
area perimeter fence is provided. The play area’s 
fall surface is a mulch base contained by a plasƟ c 
curb. AddiƟ onal mulch base may be needed. Trees 
and turf grass are in good condiƟ on. Most picnic 
tables need to be repainted. The park containes 
addiƟ onal space for future ameniƟ es. No sidewalks 
are provided surrounding or within the park. 
Crosswalks and signage would improve safety. The 
park is heavily used by the enƟ re community. 

Photo Depic  on- November 2012
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Name: Blakehill Drive Park* 

Classifi ca  on: Neighborhood Park

Size: Approximately 0.6 Acres

Loca  on: Near the intersecƟ on of Blakehill Drive 
and Sunnybrook Drive

Surrounding Land Uses: The park is surrounded 
by single-family uses and undeveloped land that is 
planned as single-family uses.

Facili  es: Bike rack (1), benches (4), trash 
receptacle (1), swings (1), and large play structure 
(1).

Condi  on/ Comments: Generally, the park is in 
good condiƟ on. No parking is provided and visitors 
must park along the street with no sidewalk access. 
The play area is a mulch base with a concrete curb. 
The play area is accessible by a concrete walk and 
ramp. Trees and turf grass are in good condiƟ ons. 
Crosswalks, sidewalks and signage would improve 
safety. A large detenƟ on area adjacent to the park 
is not restricted by a barrier. 

Photo Depic  on- November 2012

* Name determined by planning team for park 
inventory only. 
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Name: Heartland Park

Classifi ca  on: Community Park

Size: Approximately 100.0 Acres

Loca  on: The parking entrance it at the 
intersecƟ on of Heartland and Collin Court

Surrounding Land Uses: The park is surrounded 
by single-family uses and undeveloped land that is 
planned as single-family uses

Facili  es: Parking lot (1), signage (yes), basket, 
concrete walking trail (yes), 35 acre fi shing pond 
(yes), fi shing pier (1), pedestrian bridges (2), 
recreaƟ onal center with restrooms (1), large 
play structure (1), sand tot lot (1), small play 
equipment, (5), swings (1), junior-olympic pool (1), 
tot pool (1), bike racks (3), baseball court (1), youth 
baseball (1), animal waste staƟ ons (5), benches 
(approx. 36), trash receptacles (approx. 20), 
U14 and up soccer fi eld (1) (with mulƟ ple youth 
goals arrangements), 90’ basepath baseball (1), 
unsheltered picnic tables (4), and BBQ pits (4). 

Condi  on/ Comments: Generally, the park is 
in good to excellent condiƟ on. Pool access is 
restricted to Heartland residents and the park is 
generally intended for Heartland residents. Parking 
is provided along Heartland with designated 
stalls and a parking lot near the playground. Park 
structures and play equipment appear to be in 
good condiƟ on and properly maintained. Trees, 
shrubs and turf grass are in fair to good condiƟ on. 
The play area’s fall surface is a mulch base 
contained by a concrete curb. AddiƟ onal mulch 
base may be needed. Sidewalks and walking trail 
provide access to parking and ameniƟ es. 

Trees or shade structures would benefi t the picnic 
and playground areas. No lighƟ ng is provided for 
sport courts and fi elds. The baseball area has no 
ouƞ ield fence allowing user access to and balls to 
enter the lake. The basketball hoops need nets. 
Crosswalks and signage would improve safety. The 
park is heavily used by the enƟ re community. 

Photo Depic  on- November 2012
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Name: Main Street Pocket Park*

Classifi ca  on: Special Use Park

Size: Approximately 0.18 Acres

Loca  on: Along Main Street, across from Crandall 
City Hall

Surrounding Land Uses: The park is a civic space 
surrounding by commercial and public uses

Facili  es: Parking (yes), pavilion (1), signage (yes), 
and benches (3). 

Condi  on/ Comments: Generally, the park is in fair 
condiƟ on. Parking stalls are provided along Main 
Street. The pavilion appears in fair condiƟ on. Trees 
are in good condiƟ on. Shrubs and turf grass are 
in fair to poor condiƟ on. The pavilion off ers a nice 
space and backdrop for civic events. Brick pavers 
need to be replaced. AddiƟ onal seaƟ ng near the 
restaurant would be benefi cial. 

Photo Depic  on- November 2012

* Name determined by planning team for park 
inventory only. 



32 Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

P
a
rk

 I
n

v
e
n

to
ry

Limited and Non-Publicly Acces-
sible Facili  es

Name: Pirate Field

Classifi ca  on: ISD Facility

Size: Approximately 5.0 Acres

Loca  on: Near the intersecƟ on of E. Church Street 
and S. College Street. 

Surrounding Land Uses: Single-family uses and 
undeveloped lands

Facili  es: Signage (yes), lighƟ ng (yes), dugouts 
(yes), baƫ  ng cages (yes), youth baseball (1), 
restroom/concession building (1), trash receptacles 
(yes), and bleacher (2).

Condi  on/ Comments: The park is not accessible 
to the general public. Only visual observaƟ ons 
were made due to restricted access. Generally, the 
facility is in fair to poor condiƟ on. No designated 
parking is provided. The perimeter fence is broken 
and is a hazardous condiƟ on. The infi eld and 
turf ouƞ ield are in poor condiƟ on. The building, 
bleacher, and other facility condiƟ on were not 
assessed.

Photo Depic  on- November 2012



33Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

P
a
rk

 I
n

v
e
n

to
ry

Photo Depic  on- November 2012
Name: W A MarƟ n Park Soccer Fields 

Classifi ca  on: ISD Facility (Note could be 
Neighborhood Park classifi caƟ on)

Size: Approximately 3.75 Acres

Loca  on: Near the intersecƟ on of Trinity Road and 
Rio Grande Drive

Surrounding Land Uses: W A MarƟ n School is to 
the north, undeveloped lands and industrial uses 
are to the west and south, and single-family uses 
are to the east. 

Facili  es: Portable restrooms (2), portable 
concession building (1), barrier trash receptacles 
(4), U14 soccer fi eld (1), U12 soccer fi eld (1), U10 
soccer fi eld (1), and U6 soccer fi eld (1).

Condi  on/ Comments: Generally, the fi eld/park 
area is in poor condiƟ on. No parking is provided 
and administraƟ ve signage restricts on-street 
parking. The portable restrooms and trash 
receptacle are unsightly. The portable concession 
building is in very poor condiƟ on. Several concrete 
pads from past uses are near soccer goals are are 
potenƟ al trip and fall hazards. The turf grass is in 
poor condiƟ on. No sidewalks are provided along 
the street. No bleachers or seaƟ ng is provided. 
Soccer goals need nets. Crosswalks, sidewalks, and 
signage would improve safety. No perimeter fence 
is provide near roadway. 
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Name: W A MarƟ n Elementary

Classifi ca  on: ISD Facility

Size: N/A

Loca  on: W A MarƟ n Elementary

Surrounding Land Uses: Undeveloped lands and 
commercial uses are to the west and south, and 
single-family and public uses are to the east. 

Facili  es: Playgrounds

Condi  on/ Comments: The park is not accessible 
to the general public but could off er future 
partnerships with expansion of the soccer facility 
to the south. No condiƟ on assessment were 
conducted. 

Photo Depic  on- November 2012

Name: MulƟ -School Campus

Classifi ca  on: ISD Facility

Size: N/A

Loca  on: Near the intersecƟ on of S. 1st Street and 
W. Lewis Street

Surrounding Land Uses: Single-family and public 
uses

Facili  es: Youth baseball (4).

Condi  on/ Comments: The faciliƟ es are not 
accessible to the general public but could off er 
future partnerships. No condiƟ on observaƟ ons 
were conducted but one fi eld is clearly in beƩ er 
condiƟ on and off ers lighƟ ng, upgrading sports 
faciliƟ es and seaƟ ng. Parking would likely occur on 
school property.

Photo Depic  on- November 2012



35Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

P
a
rk

 I
n

v
e
n

to
ry

Name: High School 

Classifi ca  on: ISD Facility

Size: N/A

Loca  on: Crandall High School

Surrounding Land Uses: Single-family and 
undeveloped lands

Facili  es: Tennis courts (6), football fi elds (2), 
baseball (1), and soŌ ball (1). 

Condi  on/ Comments: The baseball and soŌ ball 
faciliƟ es are not accessible to the general public. 
The tennis courts are lighted and residents have 
limited access. The football fi elds are limited access 
uses. No condiƟ on observaƟ ons were conducted. 
Parking would likely occur on school property.

Photo Depic  on- November 2012
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North Central Texas Council of Governments’ Regional Veloweb
The Regional Veloweb is a 1,728 mile network of exisƟ ng and planned off -street, shared-use paths (trails) 
designed for use by bicyclists, pedestrians, and other non-motorized forms of acƟ ve transportaƟ on in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area. The network of shared-use paths serves as a system of off -road 
transportaƟ on faciliƟ es for bicyclists and other users that extends and completes the region’s roadway and 
passenger rail transit network. The Regional Veloweb has planned connecƟ ons in 10 counƟ es and 117 ciƟ es 
in North Texas. It is the “interstate” for bicyclists and pedestrians. Within Crandall, the Veloweb includes 
trails along U.S. Highway 175 from Kaufman and uses greenbelts as primary east-west connecƟ on to areas 
south of Seagoville. 

The Regional Veloweb is adopted by the Regional TransportaƟ on Council, the transportaƟ on policy body 
of the Metropolitan Planning OrganizaƟ on, as part of the long-term metropolitan transportaƟ on plan 
for the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Corridors idenƟ fi ed on the Veloweb as “planned” may be prioriƟ zed for 
future funding. CiƟ es and counƟ es within the region are responsible for the planning and implementaƟ on 
of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and ameniƟ es. The North Central Texas Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG) takes those plans and promotes connecƟ ons throughout the region, with a focus on alternaƟ ve 
commute routes. For more informaƟ on, please visit NCTCOG’s website. 

Regional Veloweb
Source: North Central Texas Council of Governments
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Needs Assessment
A needs assessment is an objecƟ ve planning tool to determine whether parks and trails are being eff ecƟ vely 
supplied to meet the needs of the community. The informaƟ on being assessed is based upon exisƟ ng 
condiƟ ons, community input, community resources and area trends. Results are then matched with 
available lands and future ameniƟ es to determine current and future needs. The desires and defi ciencies 
idenƟ fi ed form the basis for park and trail recommendaƟ ons. 

While many park plans rely heavily on naƟ onal standards, it is very important to note a general challenge 
facing park planning for small communiƟ es such as Crandall. OŌ en, as is the case for Crandall, there are 
challenges in assessing needs based on populaƟ ons and standards. In addiƟ on, a smaller populaƟ on oŌ en 
results in park plans without the wide range of naƟ onal park types being represented; mini, neighborhood, 
special, community and regional. While many naƟ onal standards appear diffi  cult to apply, they are only a 
guideline; thus, this planning eff ort fi nds them valuable as a benchmark but will use addiƟ onal methods of 
assessment to aid in determining the City’s needs. This needs assessment relies heavily on public comments 
and stated desires. When communiƟ es are smaller in size with limited exisƟ ng recreaƟ onal variety, new 
park ameniƟ es can have a signifi cant impact to services, essenƟ ally providing more bang for the buck. 

Assessment Methodologies
The Crandall park plan has employed three methods for assessing current and future park and trail needs. 
These three approaches follow Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Master Plan Guidelines approach. 
The three methods are demand-based, standards-based and resource-based. The three methods are not 
weighed equally for this assessment. Rather, they provide a broad range of planning informaƟ on that will be 
blended into the recommendaƟ ons and prioriƟ es. 

Figure 5.1 Th e Crandall planning process used multiple assessments to 
determine the community’s needs
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Demand-Based Assessment
The demand-based approach is the refl ecƟ on 
of a community’s needs as provided by the Park 
Advisory CommiƩ ee, ciƟ zens and elected offi  cials. 
It essenƟ ally relies on public input as determined 
through various community engagement channels. 
In this case, community engagement included 
advisory commiƩ ee meeƟ ngs, social media, a public 
meeƟ ng and an online survey. Summaries and 
conclusions are provided below for both meeƟ ng 
input and the online survey. AddiƟ onal informaƟ on 
and documentaƟ on along with the full online survey 
results are provided in the appendix. 

Advisory Commi  ee and Public Mee  ng 
Input Summary and Top Priori  es (no hier-
archy is represented)

• Focus funding and park ameniƟ es in Service 
Zone 1, south of US Highway 175

• Provide trails and new access to trails
• Use trails to link major points of interest such as 

parks, schools and shopping areas
• Create parks for youth baseball and soccer
• Provided increased acƟ viƟ es for seniors
• Provide a splash pad
• Create an all encompassing community park for 

Crandall proper with a wide range of uses for all 
ages and interest levels

Online Survey Summary
The full survey results can be found in the appendix. The survey results were very similar to comments 
heard from the advisory commiƩ ee and the public meeƟ ng. Overall, the survey idenƟ fi ed a general desire 
for increased park ameniƟ es for all age groups. ExisƟ ng parks were noted by respondents as in poor 
quality and in need of addiƟ onal improvements. The lack of parks and sports fi elds scored the highest 
when considering the greatest issue facing Crandall’s parks and trails. The need for trails ranked a very 
close second in terms of issues idenƟ fi ed. However, trails were shown to be the greatest opportunity for 
Crandall’s future ameniƟ es. 

Survey parƟ cipants were asked their number one recreaƟ on desire and swimming pool, trail system, 
walking trail and splash pad categories scored the highest. As a follow up quesƟ on, parƟ cipants were asked 
a sliding-scale quesƟ on “How important or unimportant are the following in terms of how YOU would 
use future park and trail improvements?” Responses to this quesƟ on showed that most of the recreaƟ on 
categories were very important, however, the lower scoring items included sport courts, dog park, skate 
park and sport fi elds. Higher scoring items for this quesƟ ons included trails, restrooms, playground, pool 
and splash pad. 

Major Cody Frazier led the park advisory committee 
and public meeting input sessions
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The remainder of the survey comprised of open-ended type quesƟ ons. Responses included the desire to 
have new parks within the exisƟ ng city limit area or Service Zone 1. In addiƟ on, open-ended quesƟ ons 
idenƟ fi ed the desire for new trails to connect schools, parks and shopping areas. The fi nal quesƟ on allowed 
general comments and these responses varied greatly from acƟ viƟ es for seniors, to the desire for disc golf 
course to need to look for grant funding opportuniƟ es. 

Th e online survey helped to identify trends in community needs and desires.



45Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan 
City of Crandall

N
e
e
d

s
 A

s
s
e
s
s
m

e
n

t

Standards-Based Assessment
The standards-based assessment uses established guidelines set by the NaƟ onal RecreaƟ on and Park 
AssociaƟ on (NRPA).  A Level of Service (LOS) is described for park types and how they serve the community. 
LOS fi gures represent a specifi c acreage of park land, facility or number of parks needed per given 
populaƟ on. 

Two types of standards were examined. The fi rst standard is Acreage Level of Service (ALOS) is based on 
NPRA park acreage and is applied to only the idenƟ fi ed Crandall park types. The results are expressed as 
park acreage per 1,000 residents. The ALOS is the standard.  A Target Level of Service (TLOS) is defi ned 
through refi nement of the NPRA standards to beƩ er align with Crandall’s goals, local challenges and 
trends. The TLOS is then used to determine park acreage needs based on exisƟ ng park acreage, current 
populaƟ ons and future populaƟ ons. The second is a SpaƟ al LOS assessment and idenƟ fi es LOS-based spaƟ al 
distribuƟ ons. The standards are based on NRPA service radius and are expressed or illustrated per park type 
within a specifi c distance. 

Note: A third type, Facility LOS assessment, was not conducted to idenƟ fy general park faciliƟ es and 
sport fi elds needs based on NRPA standards and recommended standards. This type of assessment is 
diffi  cult to project for communiƟ es with populaƟ ons under 5,000 as many of the faciliƟ es standards start 
at populaƟ ons with 8,000 or greater. The NRPA standards are naƟ onal guidelines and the organizaƟ on 
itself points out that their data is to be used only as a guide. The range of recreaƟ onal demands and 
preferences for acƟ viƟ es will greatly vary with diff erences in socio-economic and cultural characterisƟ cs. 
The needs assessment and recommendaƟ ons relied heavily on demand-based results to determine specifi c 
amenity types and faciliƟ es within parks due to ciƟ zen input, community size, growth potenƟ al and exisƟ ng 
inventory.
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Acreage Level of Service
It should be noted that 10 acres per 1,000 residents as a general rule of thumb has been used in planning 
for decades. While this is a basic standard and has since been scienƟ fi cally refi ned, it remains a nice 
checkpoint to see if standard assessment are on course.  According to the NRPA, park acreage should be 
between 6.25 and 10.25 per 1,000 residents. Crandall’s Acreage LOS assessment idenƟ fi es a much smaller 
LOS based on community size and the abundance of natural open spaces and greenbelts.

Acreage LOS Conclusion
Acreages assessed are for neighborhood parks and community parks, special use parks were not included. 
TLOS was slightly increased from the NRPA standards because tradiƟ onal mini parks were combined 
with the neighborhood parks as described in the park classifi caƟ on secƟ on. As shown in Table 5.1, the 
recommended result is a 1.25 acres per 1,000 residents TLOS for neighborhood parks. In addiƟ on, Table 
5.1 shows the recommended community parks TLOS at 5.00 acres per 1,000 residents.  When combined, 
this creates a 
recommended 6.25 
acres per 1,000 
residents for all 
park service levels. 
Again, while this is 
at the lower end of 
naƟ onal standards, it is 
appropriate based on 
the community’s size, 
abundance of natural 
open spaces and 
exisƟ ng park faciliƟ es. 

Based on the recommended TLOS, Table 5.2 takes Crandall’s new TLOS a step further to idenƟ fy park 
acreages needed for the current populaƟ ons, 10-year projecƟ ons, and for the potenƟ al full build-out 
populaƟ on for the enƟ re study area. For the current populaƟ on of 2,970 within the city limits, 18.56 acres 
are needed consisƟ ng of 3.71 acres for neighborhood parks and 14.85 acres of community parks. For 
the 10-year projected populaƟ on within the city limits, 23.11 acres are needed consisƟ ng of 4.62 acres 
of neighborhood parks and 18.49 acres of community parks. 222.68 total parks acres are needed at full 
build-out which include both the city limits and ETJ area.  

Table 5.3 examines the exisƟ ng city limit area’s Current Level of Service (CLOS) and TLOS. Crandall’s exisƟ ng 
city limit area has a CLOS of 0.39, all within the neighborhood park category. This shows that neighborhood 
parks are currently below the standard and also a clear defi ciency in community park LOS. At full build-out 
within the exisƟ ng city limits, 9.26 acres of neighborhood parks and 37.04 acres of community parks are 
need for a total of 46.30 acres. In order to close the gap and meet the full build-out potenƟ al populaƟ on’s 
park needs, 45.14 acres of parkland will should be acquired within the exisƟ ng city limits. Of the idenƟ fi ed 
acres to acquire, 8.10 acres are neighborhood park classifi caƟ ons and 37.04 acres are within the community 
park category. This points to the exisƟ ng city limit area as being under served in terms of community parks 
and expansion of this park category will likely be a high priority. In terms of actual park numbers, this would 
likely be implemented with one new community park and two to three new neighborhood parks. Although, 
several smaller neighborhood parks could be employed depending on new residenƟ al development 
paƩ erns. 

Table 5.1 Park Acreage Guidelines
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Table 5.2 Total Neighborhood Park and Community Park Acreage Analysis

Table 5.3 Current and Target Level of Service- Existing City Limits Only

Table 5.4 Current and Target Level of Service- Existing City Limits and ETJ

Table 5.4 examines CLOS and TLOS for the enƟ re study area, both the city limits and ETJ combined. CLOS 
is 14.52 acres per 1,000 residents, well above the recommended 6.25 acres. This is due to the exisƟ ng 100 
acres Heartland community park to the far north of the study area, and should be noted it is well outside 
the service ares of the exisƟ ng city limit. In either case, CLOS for neighborhood parks are shown as under 
served at 0.24 acres per 1,000 residents, the result of only one exisƟ ng neighborhood park outside the 
city limits. At full build-out, 222.68 acres are needed for the enƟ re study area, consisƟ ng of 44.54 acres of 
neighborhood parks and 178.14 acres of community parks. According to this reports park classifi caƟ ons and 
standards, approximately 10 to 12 neighborhood parks and approximately three community parks would 
be needed at full build-out. ExisƟ ng parks make up four percent of the needed neighborhood parks and 
56 percent of the needed community parks. In order to close the gap and meet the full build-out potenƟ al 
populaƟ on’s park needs, 120.92 acres of parkland should be acquired within the enƟ re study area. This of 
course is a very long term goal based on extreme growth and likely taking decades to achieve that density. 
Of the idenƟ fi ed acres to acquire, 42.78 acres are neighborhood park classifi caƟ ons and 78.14 acres are 
within the community park category. 
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Figure 5.2 Service Area Examples; Not to Scale

Community Park

Neighborhood Park

Spa  al Level of service
A coverage analysis was conducted to determine the number of future parks needed per park type. This 
spaƟ al analyses is very general in nature. The goal is to minimize service area overlap while maximizing 
service coverage. SpaƟ al LOS has been conducted for neighborhood parks and community parks. Service 
areas include 0.25 to 0.50 and 1.50 and 2.00 mile radii respecƟ vely. The service areas are applied to exisƟ ng 
residenƟ al areas and to areas outside the city limits that are currently undeveloped but excluded fl oodplain 
areas. See SpaƟ al LOS Assessment Map. 

Note: The coverage analysis does not illustrate recommended park locaƟ ons; it was instead conducted in 
conjuncƟ on with Acreage LOS to determine the number of future parks needed. 

Spa  al LOS Conclusion
With a result similar to the Acreage LOS analysis, the SpaƟ al LOS analysis idenƟ fi ed a need for 
approximately 12 neighborhood parks and three community parks. These planning fi gures include exisƟ ng 
parks and are applied to the full build-out potenƟ al. 

At full build-out, 12 neighborhood parks would create a level of service at one neighborhood park per 
approximately 3,000 residents. For community parks, at full build-out, three community parks would create 
a level of service at one community park per approximately 10,000 residents. Both these future levels of 
service are very similar to naƟ onal standards. 
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Prepared by:

Freese and Nichols, Inc.

4055 International Plaza Suite 200
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Resource-Based Assessment
The resource-based assessment is the fi nal analysis for the needs assessment. This exercise recognizes 
key physical, man-made or natural resources within the community. For each element, a resource-based 
assessment idenƟ fi es opportuniƟ es and issues with the resource and how the feature can play a future role 
in the park system. 

Floodplains and Greenbelts
The study area contains large amounts of 
fl oodplains and greenbelt areas. Many of the areas 
have signifi cant natural features including tree 
coverage, creeks, ponds and natural drainage ways. 
As illustrated on the Inventory Map, fl oodplains 
make up approximately 2,207 acres of the study 
area or about 18.5 percent. Other open space 
opportunity areas, those with tree coverage and 
drainage areas outside the noted fl oodplains, 
are illustrated on the Inventory Map and make 
up an addiƟ onal 300 acres.  The fl oodplain and 
greenbelts are home for natural processes such 
as fl ood protecƟ on, wildlife habitat and water 
quality fi ltraƟ on. Future eff orts should respect 
the fl oodplains and greenbelts to recognizestheir 
unique opportuniƟ es for recreaƟ on. 

Crandall should take advantage of exisƟ ng 
fl oodplains and greenbelts on many levels. 
First, they can serve as a natural edge along 
major roadways, off ering a glimpse of natural 
aestheƟ cs and visual interest unique for Crandall. 
Greenbelts off er a great opportunity to frame 
future development paƩ erns and future land uses 
should create an amenity edge adjacent to the 
fl oodplains and trees. These ameniƟ es can serve 
as buff ers for residenƟ al neighborhoods and as 
backdrops to commercial and restaurant uses. For 
recreaƟ onal purposes, the greenbelts should serve 
as trail corridors. Future trail rouƟ ng should take full 
advantage of the greenbelts for mulƟ -purpose trails 
that connect parks, neighborhoods and points of 
interest throughout the community. 

Greenbelt corridor example within an existing Cran-
dall area community 

Typical existing fl oodplain and greenbelts unique to 
Crandall
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Park, Open Space and Trail Recommenda  ons
Park and trail recommendaƟ ons for Crandall recognized Park Service Area 1 as a priority area. It is the 
community’s desire to increase livability through quality of life and promote a more robust park system with 
trail ameniƟ es.  Parks and the preserved greenbelt systems have been used to increase opportuniƟ es for 
parks with community focus and to raise expectaƟ ons for future park and trail development.

The parks and trails are part of a service hierarchy system. Neighborhood parks are the base unit and 
provide the defi ning character of individual residenƟ al areas. Neighborhood parks should provide ameniƟ es 
based on adjacent populaƟ ons and primarily serve the surrounding neighborhood within walking distance. 
Community parks are the next level of park service and have a much larger service area. Community 
parks provide recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es to an enƟ re city region up to 1 1/2 mile radius. With the service 
levels established, it is imperaƟ ve to connect residents to major desƟ naƟ on points. Trails provide access 
to greenbelts, connecƟ vity to all part of Crandall and promote natural areas. While expectaƟ ons have 
been established, these parks and trails should not be viewed as minimum standards but rather essenƟ al 
elements to fulfi ll the community’s desire.

With community focus on Park Service Area 1, Park Service Level 2 will rely heavily on future master 
planned communiƟ es to implement future parks and trails north of US Highway 175. Future park and trails 
locaƟ on are very much based on community input, physical land aƩ ributes and growth potenƟ al. Future 
park implementaƟ on will need conƟ nuous partnerships with the ciƟ zens, the local ISD, developers, the 
county, NCTCOG and state agencies. The park recommendaƟ on maps aim to provide appropriate fl exibility 
for implementaƟ on to take full advantage of funding opportuniƟ es and the growth of the ETJ’s future 
master planned communiƟ es. This results in a plan that not maƩ er how Crandall expands, future park and 
trail service levels can be accommodated. 
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Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood parks have been located to serve all 
Low, Medium and High Density areas. These parks 
are intended to be centrally located within each 
neighborhood and have direct access by sidewalks 
from residenƟ al streets. Such public space may help 
to defi ne the neighborhoods’ characterisƟ cs. Parks 
may include a wide range of ameniƟ es for a variety 
of user groups including play systems, pavilions, 
picnic areas, courts or play fi elds. 

Neighborhood parks are small in size but will create 
the foundaƟ on for Crandall’s park system. They 
are important because they off er close-to-home 
ameniƟ es within walking distance for residents. 
Since major roadways serve as barriers to their service areas, exisƟ ng road and neighborhood paƩ erns 
have to be taken into account when designing future neighborhood parks. Space for these park types may 
be developed in a variety of scenarios, including greenfi eld development or redevelopment of exisƟ ng 
single family lots. Park signage is recommended at each park. Signage should be consistent to create an 
idenƟ fi able community image and to build conƟ nuity throughout the City. Signs should complement other 
park and trail locaƟ ons. 

Neighborhood Park 1 (Webb Park)

Recommended Size
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Loca  on
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• ConƟ nue to provide dedicated maintenance for park faciliƟ es
• Replenish play area’s fall surface base
• Provide new paint for exisƟ ng site furnishings
• As the surrounding trail system is implemented, provide trail access from parking area to the northeast 

with proper signage, trail surfaces should be hard all-weather materials
• MulƟ -purpose sports court

Preliminary Budget +/- $60,000 - $80,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements. 
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Neighborhood Park 2 (W A Mar  n Soccer Fields)

Recommended Size
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Loca  on
ExisƟ ng. Improvements to this park locaƟ on will require coordinaƟ on with the Crandall ISD because the 
property is owned by the school district. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• IrrigaƟ on 
• Provide regular reseeding, ferƟ lizing and weed control maintenance
• Remove unused equipment, concrete pads, sheds and containers
• Open-air pavilion or mulƟ  purpose pavilion with restrooms and storage space
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget +/- $150,000 - $300,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements. 

Neighborhood Park 3

Recommended Size
Approximately one acre

Recommended Loca  on
The park should be located within the exisƟ ng neighborhood, however, the Neighborhood/Special Park 
RecommendaƟ ons Map does not illustrate its exact locaƟ on. SiƟ ng the park should consider available lands, 
proximity to exisƟ ng houses and future trail access. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Playground
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic table and small shelter
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• As the surrounding trail system is implemented, provide trail access, trail surfaces should be hard 

all-weather materials
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget +/- $150,000 - $200,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements. 
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Neighborhood Park 4

Recommended Size
Approximately one acre

Recommended Loca  on
The park should be located within the exisƟ ng neighborhood, however, the Neighborhood/Special Park 
RecommendaƟ ons Map does not illustrate its exact locaƟ on. SiƟ ng the park should consider available lands, 
proximity to exisƟ ng houses and future trail access. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Playground
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic table and small shelter
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• As the surrounding trail system is implemented, provide trail access, trail surfaces should be hard 

all-weather materials
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget +/- $150,000 - $200,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements. 

Neighborhood Park 5

Recommended Size
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Loca  on
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• ConƟ nue to provide dedicated maintenance for park faciliƟ es
• Replenish play area’s fall surface base

Preliminary Budget: Coordinate with master developers for improvements and maintenance budgets
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Neighborhood Park 8

Recommended Size
Approximately one to fi ve acres

Recommended Loca  on
The park should be located within or near exisƟ ng neighborhoods, however, the Neighborhood/Special 
Park RecommendaƟ ons Map does not illustrate its exact locaƟ on. SiƟ ng the park should consider available 
lands, proximity to exisƟ ng houses and future trail access. The parks locaƟ on is meant to serve exisƟ ng 
neighborhoods and future residents in the city limit areas north of US Highway 175. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Playground
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic table and small shelter
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• MulƟ  purpose courts
• Open play fi elds
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget +/- $150,000 - $200,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements. 
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Other Neighborhood Parks (Neighborhood 
Parks 6, 7, 9 and 10)

Recommended Size
Approximately one to fi ve acres per park

Recommended Loca  on
These parks are recommended as amenity sites 
for future master planned communiƟ es or the 
expansion of exisƟ ng master planned communiƟ es 
within Crandall’s ETJ. The park should be located 
within or near future neighborhood units, however, 
the Neighborhood/Special Park RecommendaƟ ons 
Map does not illustrate their exact locaƟ ons. SiƟ ng 
the park should consider available lands, proximity 
to exisƟ ng houses and future trail access. The four 
recommended sites (two per community) are the 
minimum standard and master planned communiƟ es 
are encouraged to provided increase neighborhood 
park service coverage above the recommended 
minimums. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Programs recommended by the master devel-

oper
• Playground
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic table and small shelter
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• Walks and trail access
• Open play fi elds
• Sport courts and sport fi elds
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget: Coordinate with master developers for improvements and maintenance budgets 



60 Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

P
a
rk

, 
O

p
e
n

 S
p

a
c
e
 a

n
d

 T
ra

il
 R

e
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a
ti

o
n

s

Community Parks
Outside the recommended preserved greenbelt 
system, community parks are the largest amenity 
component for the park system. Based on the 
needs assessment, approximately three community 
parks are recommended. These park types work 
in conjuncƟ on with smaller neighborhood parks to 
meets the recreaƟ onal needs of the community. 
They serve a larger area of the populaƟ on and thus 
have a greater need for variety in programming 
and amenity types. The exisƟ ng community park at 
Heartland provides its residents community park 
service levels and is currently sized to accommodate 
much growth. Focus for community parks are with 
a proposed new park south of US Highway 175. 
The third and fi nal recommended community park is associated with a second master planned community 
north of US Highway 175. Park signage is recommended at each community park. Signage should be 
consistent to create an idenƟ fi able community image and to build conƟ nuity throughout the community.

Community Park 1 (Heartland Park)

Recommended Size
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Loca  on
ExisƟ ng 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• ConƟ nue to provide dedicated maintenance for park faciliƟ es
• Replenish play area’s fall surface base
• Provide conƟ nuous maintenance for sports courts and sports fi elds including nets, irrigaƟ on, ferƟ lizing 

and weed control 

Preliminary Budget- Coordinate with Heartland for conƟ nuous improvements and maintenance budgets 
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Community Park 2 

Recommended Size
Approximately 40 acres

Recommended Loca  on
The community park is recommended to be located in the lands south of the exisƟ ng High School. The park 
should take advantage of exisƟ ng high points, interesƟ ng terrain, vegetaƟ on cover and adjacent greenbelt 
with trail potenƟ al. Community Park 2 is a high priority implementaƟ on item. In all, Community Park 2 is 
seen as an all encompassing park, helping to meet many of the needs assessment’s idenƟ fi ed recreaƟ on 
desires and increased service levels. The park should include a wide variety of recreaƟ on types and services 
for all age groups. The park will be the recreaƟ onal focal point for Crandall and provide community park 
service to all residents in Park Service Zone 1.

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Playground
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic tables and small shelters
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• Trails throughout park
• As the surrounding trail system is implemented, provide trail access to the east with proper signage, 

trail surfaces should be hard all-weather materials
• Ponds with fi shing piers
• Open play fi elds
• MulƟ ple use pavilion with restrooms, concession and storage space
• MulƟ ple sport fi elds including baseball, soŌ ball, football and soccer 
• Community pool
• Splash pad
• Senior acƟ viƟ es
• Community gardens
• Overlook areas with siƫ  ng and shelters
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget +/- $2,500,000 - $3,000,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements. 
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Community Park 2 Character Image Examples
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Site Analysis provided by City of Crandall with credit to Cindy Meyer Landscape Architect, April 24, 2007
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Concept Alternative A provided by City of Crandall with credit to Cindy Meyer Landscape Architect, April 24, 2007
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Concept Alternative B provided by City of Crandall with credit to Cindy Meyer Landscape Architect, April 24, 2007
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Concept Alternative C provided by City of Crandall with credit to Cindy Meyer Landscape Architect, April 24, 2007
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Community Park 3

Recommended Size
Approximately 50 acres

Recommended Loca  on
This community park is recommended as the primary amenity site for a future master planned community. 
It should be centrally located and take full advantage of exisƟ ng available lands, ponds and tree coverage. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Programs recommended by the master developer
• Playground
• Shade structure for playground
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic tables and small shelters
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• Walks and trail access
• Open play fi elds
• MulƟ ple sport courts
• MulƟ ple sport fi elds
• Fishing and fi shing pier
• Community pool
• Community gardens
• Parking
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget: Coordinate with master developers for improvements and maintenance budgets 
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Special Use Parks
Special use parks for Crandall aim to increase 
community image and to provide community event 
space. Their locaƟ ons are strategically concentrated 
in the downtown area. While these park types 
can have a broad range of ameniƟ es, Crandall’s 
special use parks are focused on passive recreaƟ on 
faciliƟ es. The special use parks will provide spaces for 
community events, ceremonies and celebraƟ ons. 

Special Use Park 1 (Main Street Pocket Park)

Recommended Size
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Loca  on
ExisƟ ng

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• ConƟ nue to provide dedicated maintenance for 

park faciliƟ es
• Provide updated benches and trash receptacles
• Improve landscape beds and plants
• Provide irrigaƟ on
• Provide regular reseeding, ferƟ lizing and weed 

control maintenance
• Replace the pavilion’s light fi xture
• Repair brick paving areas for even surface

Preliminary Budget +/- $10,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning 
purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost 
esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on site condiƟ ons and program elements.
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Special Use Park 2

Recommended Size
Approximately one half to one acre

Recommended Loca  on
Special Use Park 2 is recommended near the vacant blocks adjacent to downtown. The site includes the 
area bound by Truck Street, Holly Street, 2nd Street and 4th Street. A two block area has been idenƟ fi ed, a 
smaller park size could be implemented. The park and its ameniƟ es should be highly visible. 

Recommended Improvements/Programming*
• Pavilion or gazebo 
• Trash receptacles
• Benches
• Picnic tables and small shelters
• Trees and landscaping
• IrrigaƟ on
• Trails throughout park
• Open event lawn
• LighƟ ng and electrical 
• Splash pad
• Community gardens
• Park signage

Preliminary Budget +/- $300,000 - $400,000

*Cost esƟ mates are preliminary and for planning purposes only. Cost esƟ maƟ ng does not include land 
acquisiƟ ons, design fees or infrastructure. Cost esƟ mates are general in nature and will vary depending on 
site condiƟ ons and program elements.
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Trails
Trails were a top priority idenƟ fi ed by the 
community during public input and the needs 
assessment.  The key concept for Crandall’s 
trail recommendaƟ ons are to provide new trail 
opportuniƟ es throughout the City and ETJ. This 
will require a phased approach. The community 
desires connecƟ ons to greenbelts and to connect 
key points of interest such as parks, schools and 
shopping areas. In any case, a focus should be 
on both linear pathways and trails that create 
loop routes throughout the City. The Trails 
RecommendaƟ ons Map has proposed trail routes 
for major greenbelt trails and proposed on-street or 
side paths. The series of proposed trail loops work 
to minimize unnecessary road crossings. 

The proposed trail routes are designed to allow 
residents within each neighborhood access to trails 
and conƟ nue on relaƟ vely uninterrupted travel and 
return home. The trail loops range in length from 
approximately one mile up to three and beyond. 
Trail users on the larger routes could likely use 
exisƟ ng and proposed sidewalks to create smaller 
routes but sidewalks are not designated on the 
map.

Trail types for Crandall include two primary 
faciliƟ es, greenbelt trails and roadside trails. 
Roadside trails primarily serve as connectors. They 
place emphasis on safe travel for pedestrians to and 
from points of interests. Recommended trail types are smooth, hard all-weather paving, such as concrete, 
adjacent to low-volume residenƟ al streets and wider paved surfaces separated from collector and arterial-
type streets. 

Greenbelt trails emphasize a strong relaƟ onship with the natural surroundings within a park-like seƫ  ng. 
These trail types can be mulƟ  purpose and are generally located within natural areas. The greenway trails 
provide relaƟ vely uninterrupted travel throughout porƟ ons of the City. They can serve as an element of 
linear parks/greenways or as connectors between parks. Off -street trail types can vary to accommodate 
mulƟ ple user groups including walkers, joggers, bicyclists, and even horses in some porƟ ons. Surface types 
may vary depending on the anƟ cipated users and what is being connected. Surface types could include 
smooth, hard, all-weather paving such as concrete or soŌ  surfaces such as gravel, decomposed granite or 
crushed limestone. 

Sidewalks are recommended for all residenƟ al streets. Future developments should included sidewalks for 
all collector and residenƟ al streets. The Trails RecommendaƟ on Map has assumed trail routes through an 
exisƟ ng overhead power line easement within the primary greenbelt and on both sides of US Highway 175. 
The easement is located adjacent to the golf course, crossing FM 148 and conƟ nuing south towards the 
southern porƟ on of Community Park 2.
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Priority trail segment 1 highlighted in red
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Priority trail segment 2 highlighted in red
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Priori  za  on and Implementa  on
The following implementaƟ on tables are deliberately brief and targeted. They provide key acƟ on items 
for guidance, future policy development and park iniƟ aƟ ves. This report should conƟ nuously be examined 
and referenced in the future. When making informed decisions regarding parks and trails, this report 
should be considered as a whole. While the implementaƟ on guide provides specifi c direcƟ on, not all 
recommendaƟ ons and possible courses of acƟ on are contained within the tables. The most important 
implementaƟ on items are to increase trails and park service levels for Crandall.

In order to achieve an orderly implementaƟ on, a prioriƟ zaƟ on of projects is needed. Levels and resources 
of funding can change during the implementaƟ on period; therefore, the prioriƟ zaƟ on plan must be 
fl exible and reviewed on a regular basis. The prioriƟ zaƟ on tables were developed to help align the needs 
assessment with implementable projects. 

Table 6.1 Short Term Prioritizations

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Community Park 2 • Finalized conceptual master plan
• Secure and coordinate funding, including grant funding
• Coordinate with ISD on land, access and maintenance
• Acquire necessary properties or coordinate properties with grant funding
• Implement Community Park 2 (includes design and construction)

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Trails within Park
Service Zone 1

• Secure and coordinate funding, including grant funding
• Acquire necessary right of ways or coordinate properties with grant funding
• Expand trails in Park Service Zone 1, priority segments 1, 2 and 3 (includes design and construction)

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Pedestrian Crossings • Secure and coordinate funding, including state and grant funding
• Implement pedestrian signal improvements at intersections in conjunction with Park Service Zone 1, priority
segments 1, 2 and 3

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Neighborhood Park 1
Improvements

• Secure and coordinate funding
• Implement recommended improvements for Neighborhood Park 1

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Neighborhood Park 2
Improvements

• Secure and coordinate funding
• Implement recommended improvements for Neighborhood Park 2
• Finalized conceptual master plan
• Secure and coordinate funding
• Coordinate with ISD on land, access and maintenance
• Implement Neighborhood Park 2 (includes design and construction)

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Neighborhood Park 4 • Coordinate with developer on park improvements, future trail access and park maintenance
• Secure and coordinate other necessary funding
• Finalized conceptual master plan
• Coordinate Neighborhood Park 4 (includes design and construction)

Short Term
(1 5 Years)

Special Park 1
Improvements

• Secure and coordinate funding
• Implement recommended improvements for Special Park 1

Short Term Prioritizations
Priority Projects Action Items
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Table 6.2 Mid Term Prioritizations

Mid Term
(Beyond Short Term)

Trails within Park
Service Zone 1

• Secure and coordinate funding, including grant funding
• Acquire necessary right of ways or coordinate properties with grant funding
• Expand trails in Park Service Zone 1, priority segments 4, 5 and 6 (includes design and construction)

Mid Term
(Beyond Short Term)

Pedestrian Crossings • Secure and coordinate funding, including state and grant funding
• Implement pedestrian signal improvements at intersections in conjunction with Park Service Zone 1, priority
segments 4, 5 and 6

Mid Term
(Beyond Short Term)

Special Park 2 • Finalized conceptual master plan
• Secure and coordinate funding, including grant funding
• Acquire necessary properties or coordinate properties with grant funding
• Implement Special Park 2 (includes design and construction)

Mid Term
(Beyond Short Term)

Neighborhood Park 3 • Coordinate with existing neighborhood on park location, improvements, future trail access and park
maintenance
• Secure and coordinate funding
• Acquire necessary property
• Finalized conceptual master plan
• Implement Neighborhood Park 3 (includes design and construction)

Mid Term
(Beyond Short Term)

Neighborhood Park 5
Improvements

• Coordinate with the Heartland Community on park improvements and park maintenance
• Coordinate recommended improvements for Neighborhood Park 5

Priority Projects Action Items

Mid Term Prioritizations

Table 6.3 Long Term Prioritizations

Long Term
(Beyond Mid Term,
continuous)

Trails within Park
Service Zone 2

• Secure and coordinate funding, including grant funding
• Coordinate with master planned communities
• Acquire necessary right of ways or coordinate properties with grant funding
• Expand trails in Park Service Zone 2

Long Term
(Beyond Mid Term)

Pedestrian Crossings • Secure and coordinate funding, including state and grant funding
• Implement pedestrian signal improvements at intersections in conjunction with Park Service Zone 2

Long Term
(Beyond Mid Term)

Community Park 3 • Coordinate with developer on park location, improvements, future trail access and park maintenance
• Coordinate recommended improvements for Community Park 3

Long Term
(Beyond Mid Term)

Neighborhood Park 8 • Coordinate with existing neighborhood(s)on park location, improvements, future trail access and park
maintenance
• Secure and coordinate funding
• Acquire necessary properties
• Finalized conceptual master plan
• Implement Neighborhood Park 8 (includes design and construction)

Long Term
(Beyond Mid Term)

Neighborhood Parks 6,
7, 9 and 10

• Coordinate with developer on park locations, improvements, future trail access and park maintenance
• Coordinate recommended improvements for Neighborhood Parks 6, 7, 9 and 10

Long Term Prioritizations
Priority Projects Action Items
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Resources
A “mulƟ -tool” approach is recommended, in which mulƟ ple strategies, funding sources and partners 
are employed in order to collecƟ vely work to achieve the desired results. A range of strategies may be 
appropriate within a given locaƟ on and, therefore, each possible strategy should be understood and 
examined in order to determine where it may be most appropriately used. In many cases, funding could 
include mulƟ ple sources such as private funding, City funds, bonds, state and federal grants, and sponsor-
based funding. The funding resource are examples and addiƟ onal opportuniƟ es may be discovered during 
implementaƟ on. 

General Funds
This source of funding is supported by ad valorem tax revenues and is generally the primary source of funds 
for maintenance and operaƟ on of the exisƟ ng park system. The general fund is also the source for projects 
requiring smaller amounts of capital investment. Although projects funded by this source make a small 
annual contribuƟ on to the expansion of the park system, analysis over a number of years usually refl ects a 
major accomplishment in improvements to the park system. It is important to include funding for on-going 
maintenance and staff  requirements for new trail and park improvements.

Economic Development Corpora  on
Economic Development CorporaƟ ons (EDC) are oŌ en uƟ lized in communiƟ es as a means of concentraƟ ng 
resources towards economic development and creaƟ ng new jobs. The advantages to EDCs are that they 
may exist as a public enƟ ty (directly associated with municipal government) or may exist as a non-profi t 
organizaƟ on. EDCs may be created to promote and aƩ ract economic development for the city as a whole, 
or they may be created to specifi cally address issues within a parƟ cular neighborhood or area within 
the community. EDCs oŌ en receive funding from both public and private sources, such as funding by 
4B sales tax revenues, and essenƟ ally act as an ambassador for the area that they serve. Advocacy and 
proacƟ ve outreach are important funcƟ ons of EDCs in their aƩ empt to explain and reach out to potenƟ al 
development and provide reasons and off er incenƟ ves for choosing to locate within the idenƟ fi ed area. 
It is recommended that members of the EDC use this document as a guide in promoƟ ng and aƩ racƟ ng 
development within the study area. 

Bonds
Bonds are generally the most common source used by ciƟ es for the purchase of land and for providing 
development monies. Debt fi nancing through the issuance of municipal bonds is one of the most common 
ways in which to fund park, recreaƟ on, and open space projects. This type of funding is a strategy wherein a 
city issues a bond, receives an immediate cash payment to fi nance projects, and must repay the bond with 
interest over a set period of Ɵ me ranging from a few years to several decades. 

A General ObligaƟ on Bond is amorƟ zed using ad valorem taxes and is used for the funding of capital 
projects which are not supported by a revenue source. These projects include water service, sanitary sewer 
service, and park acquisiƟ on and development. The availability of bonding for parks is oŌ en dependent 
upon the overall municipal needs fi nanced by this source. Capital items such as purchase of land and 
physical improvements with a usable life expectancy of 15 to 20 years can be funded with general obligaƟ on 
bonds.

A revenue bond fi nances projects which produce enough revenue to reƟ re their debt, such as golf courses, 
baƫ  ng cages and enterprise-oriented park projects.
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Developer Requirements
This involves requiring new development to provide a dedicaƟ on of land for parks (or fee-in-lieu of land), 
park development fees, and trail rights-of-way or easements to off set the City’s costs. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Outdoor Recrea  on Grants
This grant provides 50 percent matching grant funds to municipaliƟ es, counƟ es, MUDs and other local units 
of government with populaƟ ons less than 500,000 to acquire and develop parkland or to renovate exisƟ ng 
public recreaƟ on areas. Eligible sponsors include ciƟ es, counƟ es, MUDs, river authoriƟ es, and other special 
districts. Projects must be completed within three years of approval.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Small Community Grants
This grant was created to meet the recreaƟ on needs of small Texas communiƟ es with a populaƟ on of 
20,000 and under. The grant provides 50 percent matching grant funds to eligible municipaliƟ es and 
counƟ es. Funds must be used for development or acquisiƟ on of parkland. Eligible projects include ball 
fi elds, boaƟ ng, fi shing, and hunƟ ng faciliƟ es, picnic faciliƟ es, playgrounds, swimming pools, trails, camping 
faciliƟ es, beauƟ fi caƟ on, restoraƟ on, gardens, sports courts and support faciliƟ es. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Regional Grants
This grant program was created to assist local governments with the acquisiƟ on and development of 
mulƟ -jurisdicƟ onal public recreaƟ on areas in the metropolitan areas of the state. It allows ciƟ es, counƟ es, 
water districts, and other units of local government to acquire and develop parkland. The program provides 
50% matching fund, reimbursement grants to eligible local governments for both acƟ ve recreaƟ on and 
conservaƟ on opportuniƟ es.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Recrea  onal Trail Grants
TPWD administers the NaƟ onal RecreaƟ onal Trails Fund in Texas under the approval of the Federal Highway 
AdministraƟ on (FHWA). This federally funded program receives its funding from a porƟ on of federal gas 
taxes paid on fuel used in non-highway recreaƟ onal vehicles.

North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) Sustainable Development Fund-
ing Program
The NCTCOG’s Sustainable Development Funding Program was created by its policy body, the Regional 
TransportaƟ on Council (RTC), to encourage public/private partnerships that posiƟ vely enhance exisƟ ng 
transportaƟ on system capacity, rail access, air quality concerns, and mixed land uses. By allocaƟ ng 
transportaƟ on funds to land use projects promoƟ ng alternaƟ ve transportaƟ on modes or reduced 
automobile use, NCTCOG and its regional partners are working to address escalaƟ ng air quality, congesƟ on, 
and quality of life issues.

North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) Regional Transporta  on Council 
Partnership Program
Through the Local Air Quality Program, NCTCOG’s Regional TransportaƟ on Council funds transportaƟ on 
projects that address the new air quality standard, including traffi  c signal Ɵ ming, trip reducƟ on, air 
quality outreach and markeƟ ng programs, vanpool programs, bicycle/pedestrian regional connecƟ ons, 
high-emiƫ  ng-vehicle programs, diesel freight programs, off -road construcƟ on vehicle emissions reducƟ on 
programs, park-and-ride faciliƟ es, and other air quality strategies.
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Plan Development Process
The Crandall planning process spanned an 
approximate 12-month period and included input 
from ciƟ zens, elected and appointed offi  cials, 
City staff  and stakeholders. This planning report 
was prepared by Freese and Nichols, Inc. and was 
funded by the City Council. Public involvement 
was a fundamental component to the Crandall 
park planning process. Gathering knowledge from 
local ciƟ zens and community leaders was crucial to 
providing background informaƟ on and discovering 
recreaƟ onal desires. CriƟ cal input was collected from 
a variety of sources, including an online survey, Park 
Advisory CommiƩ ee meeƟ ngs and a public meeƟ ng. 
This informaƟ on helped defi ne the community’s 
vision, build consensus and form the basis for 
planning recommendaƟ ons. The follow meeƟ ng 
dates were conducted during this park planning 
process:

Park Advisory Commi  ee #1
Date: June 3, 2013

Mayor Cody Frazier led a Park CommiƩ ee. The fi rst 
meeƟ ng was kicked off  with the Mayor explaining 
the project overview and introducƟ on to the park 
planning project. Following, the Mayor conducted 
input sessions to gain insight on park and trail issues 
and opportuniƟ es specifi c to Crandall. Next, exisƟ ng condiƟ on maps were shown and the group discussed 
the vision for Crandall’s parks and trail. The meeƟ ng closed with discussions about specifi c goals and 
objecƟ ves. 

Park Advisory Commi  ee #2
Date: August 5, 2013

A second commiƩ ee meeƟ ng was held to review the progress of the park planning project. Mayor Cody 
Frazier led the group in addiƟ onal park desire discussions. Next, the group discussed the online survey 
and communicaƟ on channels to inform ciƟ zens about parƟ cipaƟ on. The meeƟ ng concluded with open 
discussion about future public meeƟ ngs. 

Public Mee  ng
Date: January 23, 2014

A public meeƟ ng was held in early 2014 and the meeƟ ng was opened with a project overview by the Mayor. 
MeeƟ ng parƟ cipants were shown the park planning progress to date and were given a brief overview of the 
advisory commiƩ ee’s idenƟ fi ed issues, desires and vision. Next, meeƟ ng parƟ cipants provided input on park 
and trail vision, goals and specifi c desires for amenity types. 

Major Cody Frazier led the park advisory committee 
and public meeting input sessions
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The online survey and meetings were posted on a social media site



83Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

June 3, 2013 meeting minutes



84 Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

June 3, 2013 meeting minutes



85Parks, Open Space and Master Trails Plan
City of Crandall

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

January 23, 2014 meeting minutes
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January 23, 2014 meeting minutes
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Online Survey
Freese and Nichols prepared a 10-quesƟ on online survey. The survey included mulƟ ple-choice, scaling and 
open-ended quesƟ on types.  The City promoted the survey to its ciƟ zens and provided a link on the City’s 
website. The survey was designed to extract the community’s vision for parks and trails as well as discover 
specifi cs on trail locaƟ ons, park locaƟ ons, ameniƟ es to be provided and help with prioriƟ zing needs. The full 
survey results follow and open-ended responses are provided without ediƟ ng.
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